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’Why should a Parsha of the Torah be named after
Balak, a wicked anti-Semite, who scught to elimi-
nate the jewish peaple (Cod forbid)t
A number of pasitive insights can be learned from the
name of our Parsha;
® “He looked into the Torah and created the world”
tZohar 1 161ty Being that the Torah Is the blveprint of
creation it follows that even the lowest and most
debased aspects of the world are included in the
Torah. Thus, a whole Parsha of the Torah is named

“Balak,” indigating that the existence of even the most
1| wicked inhabitan nclu in the
Torah's overall plan for this werld,

® Furthermare, the Torah brings to light that, ultimately,

evil only exists in grder to bg iranzformed intg agod
—as I is writtén in Proverbs, *Cod has made a1l things f@

f [;fur Himself, even the wicked on the day of evil* 164,
on which the Alter Rebbe explains, “The wicked man
will repent from his evil and turn his evil into ‘day™
(Tanya, ch. 271. Thus Balak, as he is wyiten in the
Torah, represents the good that will eventually arise

r'! from people such as Balak, when they are transformed
to goodness.

’ @ This is also the inner meaning W_EMOI
Mashiach’s coming appears in the Toral In
Pa?mmmrmm:%ﬁm
we will witness the complete transformation of the
nor-jewish natons to actually assist the lewish people,

®( Often, the two Parshiyos of Chukas and Balak are
read together on one Shabbos. Al first glance, the
themes of these two Parshiyes appear to be
diametrically opposed: “Chukas,” meaning *supra-
rational faw,” represents the highest level of Togah

| cbservance, where 2 person loyally follows God's
commarnds even when they make no sense to him;

whereas Balak represents the wicked motives of a

debased anti-semite, contrary 10 God's wishes,

However, based on the ibove explanation that

Balak represents ihe transformation of evil to good, it

follows that the two Parshivos of Chukas and Balak

actuaily correspond 1o the

two paths of serving God:

thrat o_l_rlejggleoul {Chukas) and that of the Ba'al
teshuval (Balak}.
e 8 el

]/{'Bued 00 Libuted Sichos vol, 13, pp. 170-1; Sachag Shabbos Parshas
Balak 8740 and Chukas-Salak 5742
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